

 Commenting on an application 

Anyone may comment (i.e. make a submission) about an application being assessed by the Burke Shire Council or any other assessment manager (e.g. the Environmental Protection Agency or Department of Natural Resources and Mines).

Submissions may be sought in relation to impact assessable development in accordance with the provisions of the Integrated Planning Act 1997 (IPA). In this situation a submitter is notified of the decision in relation to the application and may appeal against it to the Planning and Environment Court. In Burke Shire, the only development applications requiring public notification are for a material change of use for a purpose not defined in the planning scheme.

However, Burke Shire Council may seek community input in relation to development requiring code assessment. In this situation, the submissions will be considered by the Council during determination of the application but there are no associated appeal rights.

Preparing a submission
When preparing a submission it is important to have a basic understanding of the proposed development as well as the development provisions applying to the land. Any comments made should be relevant to the application and in a format that provides all the necessary information for the assessment manager (e.g. Burke Shire Council) to fully consider the submission during the assessment of the application. 

How to find out the details of a development application

The details of all development applications are available through the public scrutiny process. This information is available while the application is being assessed and decided. Anyone can access this information by visiting the office of the assessment manager (e.g. Burke Shire Council). 

This enables any person to view the application form, the plans and any reports submitted in support of the application and any comments about the application received by Burke Shire Council.

How to find out how development on the land is regulated

The Burke Shire Planning Scheme regulates the development of all land within the boundaries of Burke Shire. The planning scheme contains Burke Shire Council’s policy direction for the area and specifies what kinds of development requires an application to be made and the assessment criteria used to assess the suitability of development proposed in the Shire.




The planning scheme is also available for viewing at the Burke Shire Council office.

Schedule 8 of the IPA also identifies the kinds of development that the State government has determined requires an application. Other State government legislation contains the criteria for assessing these applications (e.g. the Environmental Protection Act 1994 includes assessment criteria for environmentally relevant activities).

Existing use rights and prior approvals over land that are still current will also provide certain development entitlements for the land. 

Contents of a submission

A submission should express concerns or support  or both for a proposal. To ensure the assessment manager can consider the issues raised, the submission should be based on the assessment criteria for the application (e.g. the applicable provisions of the planning scheme or those contained in other legislation against which the application is being assessed.)

The code assessment of an application under the planning scheme will include an assessment of whether the proposal is consistent with the outcomes sought by(
· the Town or Rural Zone code (whichever is applicable)

· an overlays code if applicable

· any code for development for the purpose or of the type proposed.

The types of issues that may be dealt with during the assessment of an application under the planning scheme may include whether (
· A proposed use in Burketown is located according to the preferred use areas identified on the Town zone maps

· A proposed use in the Rural zone is compatible with primary industries

· A proposal minimises adverse effects on nearby uses

· Proposed buildings and other works are consistent with the scale and design of existing buildings and other works in the area

· A proposal maintains the values of a nearby cultural heritage feature or natural feature

· A proposal maintains the health and safety of residents and visitors, and the amenity they enjoy.

How to format a submission

Burke Shire Council may seek community input in any form, but to be most effective a submission should (
· Be expressed in writing

· State the reasons for the submission

· Contain the names and addresses of each person making the submission 

· Be signed by each person making the submission

· Be given to the assessment manager (i.e. the authority responsible for assessing and determining the application, e.g. Burke Shire Council or a State government department)

· Be given prior to the application being decided.

For submissions on impact assessable development, they must be received by the date specified on the public notices.

Consideration of submissions
When deciding the application, the assessment manager (e.g. Burke Shire Council) must consider the issues raised in the submissions. This consideration may result in the proposal being modified to address the issues.


Availability of submitter’s details
Submissions are not confidential, however the Council may choose to delete the names and addresses of submitters from the submission. 

Submissions form part of the material available for public scrutiny so that the applicant has the opportunity to address the issues raised.

	Contact details

Burke Shire Council

Musgrave Street

Burketown


Phone:
(07) 4745 5100


Fax:
(07) 4745 5181


Email:
burkesc@bigpond.com

Website:
http://www.burkeshirecouncil.com


	Postal address

Burke Shire Council

PO Box 90

Burketown Q 4830




	What other guidance is available?

To provide further assistance, the following user’s guides have been prepared (
Assessment Checklist 

User’s Guide 1: Features of the Burke Shire Planning Scheme and its relationship to State legislation 

User’s Guide 2: Complying with self-assessable codes and making an application in Burke Shire
User’s Guide 3: Assessing an application against the Burke Shire Planning Scheme

User’s Guide 4: Acting on an approval
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